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Syllabus Breakdown (2024-2026)  

Paper 1: Reading (2 Hours, 50 Marks) 

This paper focuses primarily on Reading (80%), with Writing (20%) integrated into 
summary tasks. It consists of two sections:  

6HFWLRQ�$��&RPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�8VH�RI�/DQJXDJH�����0DUNV� �

• Text A: A 900-word narrative from 21st-century literature.  

• Question 1 (16 Marks): Short-answer questions assessing your understanding of 
both explicit and implicit meanings.  

• Question 2 (9 Marks): Language analysis questions that explore the writer’s 
techniques and their effects on the reader.  

 

 

 

 

 

6HFWLRQ�%��6XPPDU\�DQG�6KRUW�5HVSRQVH�����0DUNV� �

• Text B: A 600-word passage.  

• Question 3a: Summary (20 Marks): Write a 150-word summary demonstrating your 
ability to extract key points, organize ideas, and use precise vocabulary.  

• Question 3b: Short Response (5 Marks): Answer a question assessing your 
understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes within the text.  
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Contents Of This Book: 

Page: Topic: ր
4 Syllabus Breakdown 

Paper 1:  Section A- Comprehension (Question 1) 

9 Matching feelings to scenarios 

17 Synonyms Question 

19 Explicit Questions 

20 Implicit Questions

21 Implicit + Explicit Questions 

22 Feelings Question 

Section A- Use of Language (Question 2) 

25 Two degrees of the same word 

30 Two Words Comparison 

36 Writer’s Effect 

40 Point in the Story 

43 Impressions

48 Language Effectively 
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Example Scenarios: (For each hypothetical scenario, write down what you would think or feel:) 

“My knees wobbled as I stepped forward. The microphone loomed too large. I tried 
to speak, but my voice cracked. A few giggles rose from the crowd and I felt the heat 
rise in my cheeks.” 

Feeling shown: _______________________ 

 

 

I stepped into the headmaster’s office and found the chair empty. A faint breath 
escaped me. I sat, eyes flicking to the wall clock. The door creaked after a long pause. 
He entered, placed his hat silently on the rack, and stared. Not a word. Not a gesture. 
Just the weight of his eyes pressing like a hand on my chest. I wished then that he 
would shout. 

- How does the writer feel initially? 
_________________________________________________ 
 

- Suggest how the headmaster is feeling? 
_________________________________________________ 

 

The whistle blew, but I didn’t move. My teammates surged ahead, the roar of the 
crowd muffled by the pounding in my ears. I tied my laces again—tight, tighter—as if 
delay could undo what I’d done. Coach’s clipboard hung by his side; he didn’t speak 
when I jogged past. He didn’t need to. The final whistle spoke for him. 

- What is the writer thinking? 
_________________________________________________ 
 

- Suggest how the writer believes the coach is feeling. 
_________________________________________________ 
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5+67#6+105�61�(''.+0)�/#6%*��':'4%+5'�

൐൑൒൓ Group 1: Generic Examples: 

x “My hands trembled and I could barely catch my breath.” 

x “I kept glancing over my shoulder, certain something was lurking behind me.” 

Clues: 

x Physical reactions (trembling, sweaty palms, racing heart) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 2: Generic Example: 

x “I froze in place, unable to believe my eyes.” 

Clues: 

x Exclamations or questions (“What?!” “How is this possible?”) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 3: Generic Examples: 

x “I was unsure I could go through with it.” 

x “I hesitated at the edge, afraid my legs would give way.” 

Clues: 

x Admissions of inexperience (“never,” “not sure”) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 4: Generic Examples: 

x “I sank to my knees, convinced I’d never get out.” 

x “It felt as if the world had forgotten me entirely.” 
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Clues: 

x Absolute language (“never,” “no way out”) 

x Metaphors of entrapment (“trapped,” “caged,” “buried alive”) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 5: Generic Examples: 

x “Nothing was going to stop me—I had to reach the summit tonight.” 

x “I marched straight to the front, unwilling to wait a second longer.” 

Clues: 

x Strong statements of intent 

x No sign of fear or hesitation 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 6: Generic Example: 

x “My thoughts scattered like leaves in a gale.” 

Clues: 

x Metaphors of muddle (“scattered,” “jumbled”) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 7: Generic Example: 

x “‘This is amazing!’ I shouted into the wind.” 

Clues: 

x Exclamation marks 

x Forward-looking words like “eager,” “can’t wait” 

Feeling: ___________ 
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൐൑൒൓ Group 8: Generic Examples: 

x “My cheeks burned as all eyes turned to me.” 

x “I wished the ground would swallow me.” 

Clues: 

x Physical signs (blushing) 

x Apologetic tone (“excuse me”) 

Feeling: ___________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 9: Generic Examples: 

x “I laughed off the warning and strode right in.” 

x “I flung myself into the crowd without a second thought.” 

Clues: 

x Dismissal of danger 

x Confident assertions 

Feeling: _____________ 

 

൐൑൒൓ Group 10: Generic Examples: 

x “I couldn’t help whispering ‘thank you’ under my breath.” 

x “At last I felt safe and protected.” 

Clues: 

x Contrast with earlier danger 

x Imagery of: (“warmth,” “shelter”) 

Feeling: ____________  
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/156�4'2'#6'&�(''.+0)5�

Question: Write down the synonyms for the commonly repeated feelings below: 

x Happy: _______________________________________________________ 

x Sad: __________________________________________________________ 

x Angry: ________________________________________________________ 

x Scared: _______________________________________________________ 

x Anxious: ______________________________________________________ 

x Determined: ___________________________________________________ 

x Self-conscious: _________________________________________________ 

x Excited: _______________________________________________________ 

x Confused: _____________________________________________________ 

x Surprised: _____________________________________________________ 

x Relieved: _____________________________________________________ 

x Hopeless: _____________________________________________________ 

x Carefree: _____________________________________________________ 

ththe paper 11
Take 5 minutes and shim the

Chive the story a quick read
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Basic Intense Higherorder

Joyful Glad Ecstatic

Unhappy Sorrowful Devastated Melancholic

Furious Envaged

IAfraid Petrified

worried tense Nervous

Motivated Confident

Selfdoubt Insecure

Puzzled Perplexed

hocd Astonished

satisfied Content

ii I.fi

i iia
Careless Reckless

Embarrassed Ashamed positive surprise

opetul Optimistic Amazed
Positive surprise
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Question 1- The first question in Reading For Meaning is called 
“Comprehension”. It checks your understanding and retention skills 

after reading a certain text. (16 Marks) 

THE DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE QUESTION:

(A) SYNONYMS QUESTION 

The Wordings of the Question: 

Q: - Using your own words, explain what the text means by… 

How To Answer? 

(i) You will be given one sentence (or two words) from the text. 
(ii) If it is a sentence, identify the two most difficult words in it. 
(iii) For each of those words, think of synonyms or short phrases that have the same 
meaning. 
(iv) Write the synonyms down in full sentence form to show your understanding. 

For Example:  

(a) Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘‘slightest provocation”.
........................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................  [2] 

(b)What does the writer mean by the phrase “eyes full of ferocious amusement”.  
........................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................  [2] 

Any words that are differentSatie ngthin

plifted
9

Joth Gore wordhh synonymyour undersyour unders

Ancient Giant Note

least significant
incidents

The tent........... .. me.......... the.......... smallest.................... ..... .... . instigation.tt................................................................

The............... writer..................... means........................ the lion's...................... on........
of........ savage.................................... wild.................. enjoyement.....................................................

21

When choosing your own words, remember 
that not all synonyms have exactly the same 
meaning. Be sure that your choice of words 
accurately reflects what that writer says or 
means.

Using your own words
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Explicit v/s Implicit: 

 Explicit: A question that is clear, and the answer is given directly in the passage.

 Implicit: A question that is indirect and requires you to figure out the answer 
using clues from the passage. 

(B) EXPLICIT QUESTIONS: 

Keywords Of the Question: 

a) What յ� �BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
b) Find 
c) Identify 
d) Give 

How To Answer? 

(i) Go to the point in the text around which your question is centered. 
(ii) Look for the answer at surface- level, do not dig too deep.                         
(iii) Once you’ve found the answer, write it as it as/copy (Unless said otherwise) 

For Example:  

c) Give one reason why the writer soon has more time to try to ‘learn something 
about’ (line 16) lions?
............................................................................................................................ [1]  

d) The lion is called ‘King of Beasts’ (line 21). Identify why the name is ‘un-zoological’?
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................ [1] 

Note:_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

Note

Th ______ ____ i d commas_______ is__
copy
_____

pasted_______from_____ the____ text_____ and____ the___ line____ numbertellsr you____the____cexact______py
nposition__

An explicit question might say, using your 
own words, "give two reasons why…"
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d Give two reasons why the writer was

shocked by being given the responsibility of the lion 2
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(C) IMPLICIT QUESTIONS 

Keywords Of the Question: 

1. How 
2. Suggest 
3. Explain 

How To Answer? 

• Implicit questions usually ask about a character’s: 
i. feelings 
ii. opinions 
iii. thoughts 
iv. reasons behind their actions (e.g., why you think a character did something)

• The answers to these questions are not given directly in the passage. 

• To answer them, you need to put yourself in the character’s shoes—
imagine how they would feel, think, or act in that particular situation. 

•  Your answer should reflect how you believe you would have thought or 
felt if you were in the same position as the character. 

For Example:  

e) How does Joe view the narrator’s detailed note-taking?

……............................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................  [1]

f) Why does Albert “fix” the narrator with “eyes full of ferocious amusement”? 
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................ [1]

Note
You can use wordings from the 
text, unless it says “explain fully”, 
but the answer usually won’t be 
directly given in the text.
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(D) IMPLICIT + EXPLICIT: 

i. You are asked to give 1 reason/ feeling/ thought from the text. (Implicit) 
ii. Then you have to support your answer using one/ two details from the 

text. (Explicit) 

How To Answer? 

• Since the first part is an implicit question, the feeling or reason is not 
stated directly in the text. You will need to deduce it using clues from the 
passage. 

• When providing details, make sure they clearly support the feeling or
reason you have mentioned. Do not include unrelated information. 

• Usually, there are two possible feelings or reasons that can be accepted as 
correct. 

• Therefore, you must select the most accurate and relevant details to 
support your chosen interpretation in order to gain full marks. 

For Example:  

e) -i- What kind of welcome did Albert give to the writer? 
............................................................................................................................ [1]

-ii- Give two details from the text to support your answer.

............................................................................................................................... ..

............................................................................................................................ [2] 

Note Note
• Make sure you only select a feeling or 

thought that has two relevant details. 

• The feeling and the details must match
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(E) FEELINGS QUESTION 

This will always be your last part of Question: 1 for Reading For Meaning.  

You will be asked about feelings/ opinions about or of a certain character from the passage. 

How To Answer? 

• You will need 3 different feelings/ opinions. 
• Do not repeat the same feeling that you have used in any previous parts of 

the question. 
• Do not use synonyms of the same feeling (i.e. scared/ afraid) 
• For each feeling /opinion you should lift or quote a sentence from the text 

directly that conveys it. 

For Example:  

(f) Explain using your own words the writer’s different feelings and opinions 
about Albert while he was working with him. Give three details from anywhere 
in the text to support your answer. 
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................... ..
............................................................................................................................ [3] 

Note NoteFormat:
1. Feeling + “Detail”
2. Feeling + “Detail”
3. Feeling + “Detail”
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Firstly the writer was

astonished
which isshownby

I was shocked to be told I had to lookafterthetion

secondly the writer was scared A uncomfortable
which is shown by I was determined toshow no outward

sign of uneasiness Thirdly the writer was curious
interested Aintrigued which is shown by I decided

to read all that I could

e1m three different
feelings not mentioned

before

Curious Want to know something

Intrigued
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Q Explain using your own words what the
test means by eyes full of ferocious amusement 2

d Give two reasons why the writer was

shocked by being given the responsibility of the lion 2

Q In paragraph 2 how does the writer feel about
Albert Give two details from the text to

3support your answer

Q Explain how the writer is feeling when he

says and I displayed an indifference that

I did not truly feel 1

COMPLETE COMPREHENSION PRACTICE
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Q Suggest what the writer and Joe
are trying to do in the sentence
While we stood chatting as if there was
nothing further from our minds than trapping
the lion 1
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Keywords: How To Solve? Format: 

Name: __________   
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Question 1 Recap

Etplicit
Copy paste your answer directly It
from the tent fthtionYEsidf.net

aansuewinoenearthe question's lines
synonyms

Figure out the 2 difficult words 2WsYnot msbusingffords

mean meaning
with one synonymeach forthem

forim fatty
the otherwords as itis

Implicit character's feelings thoughts actions

EisquidsI Ipain put yourself intothe character's shoes

Impiety
Reter to the feeling bank

theywFudt One implicit feeling
etpgit.ae

2 supporting explicit details
Feelingsquestion Feeling detail

EEftti.tt iaeat
Feeling detail

Feeling detailGive detailsfrom
anywhereinthetent

I

=> Details can be lifted

-> No repeated feelings

->lo synonyms of feelings
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