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ESSAY WRITING 

Pre-requisites:  

- Punctuation 
- Sentence structures 
- Grammar (i.e. subject-verb agreement/ singular-plural etcetera)  
- Vocabulary 
- Spelling 

 

Writing Paper:  
Cambridge acknowledges that any piece of creative continuous writing is a product of a unique 

individual writer. Therefore, there is no easy way to summarise what makes a successful response 
to these questions. The following qualities are some of which the examiner looks at whilst marking 

your writing, but they will allow acceptable interpretations and approaches to the topics and 
reward them accordingly, if logical. As mentioned directly in the syllabus:   

  
  

Basics:   

Word Limit: 350- 450 Words (+/- 10%)  

Choice In Questions:  

• 2 Descriptive Writing Prompts:  

-In recent years, two ideas have been targeted in a single prompt (i.e. Describe two 
different places where you and your family like to go, one of which is exciting and 
one of which is relaxing.) – 

- Asked to describe a person, places or event/situation.  

  

• 2 Narrative Writing Prompts:  

-i- Sentence based: Add a particular sentence in your story (i.e. “Write a story which 
includes the words, “I had never even thought about what was inside the shop 
until that fateful day.”)  

-ii- You are given a particular subject that should be a part of your story  

(i.e. “Write a story in which a helicopter plays an important part.”)  
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6DPSOH�(VVD\��'HVFULSWLYH���

 

EXAMPLE RESPONSE #1: 

Question: Describe what the place where you live is like in the early morning 
and in the early evening. (Remember you are describing the atmosphere, the 
activities and any people as well as the place.) 

 

In the mornings, the area in which I stayed is always bustling with life, as neighbors 
constantly rush in and out of their houses, dogs bark loudly at passersby and children 
laugh and scream as they play in the neighborhood playground. The area is so fully 
alive you would think that the atmosphere throughout the day would remain the 
same. However, the atmosphere of the early morning and the early evening could not 
be any more different. 

Walking out of the house into the radiance of the morning sun, you are greeted by 
the loud honks of impatient transporters in white school vans as they wait for 
children clad in identical crisp white uniforms and matching white sneakers to be 
ushered out of their homes by their parents. The newspaper deliveryman, wearing 
a black jacket and a red helmet, rides his motor scooter from house to house, 
handing out papers much to the excitement of the local dogs, who bark 
aggressively at him, their tails threateningly erect, like bayonets at the ready. 

The office-goers in the neighbourhood, all dressed in smart office attire with 
matching handbags or briefcases, rush from their front doors to their cars, hoping 
to avoid the morning traffic jam, most of them with a mug of steaming coffee in 
hand. The twitters of local birds thrum in the air as they flit among the trees in the 
neighbourhood, occasionally swooping down to catch their breakfast: oversized, 
succulent, green caterpillars. 

As the day progresses and the beaming sun softens into a warm glow, ribbons of 
tangerine and yellow stretch across the sky, signalling the approach of the early 
evening. Children run into the streets, peals of laughter erupting from their lips as 
they play games of tag and badminton under the watchful eyes of their parents. 
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Students return home to the embrace of their parents, their uniforms dishevelled 
after a gruelling day of lessons. Weary office-goers tiredly drag their way into their 
respective houses. Sniffing the ground with their round, button-shaped noses, 
dogs mark any tree in their sight, much to the embarrassment of their owners, 
who tug them away, sternly using their leashes. 

Despite it being the same neighbourhood, there is such a contrast between the 
ruckus in the morning and the gentle ambience of the early evening. I am glad that 
I got to experience both of these scenes. 

 

EXAMPLE RESPONSE #2: 

��

4XHVWLRQ��'HVFULEH�WKH�IHHOLQJV�\RX�H[SHULHQFHG�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
HYHQW�DQG�WKH�IHHOLQJV�\RX�H[SHULHQFHG�DIWHUZDUGV���7KH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�HYHQW�
FRXOG�EH�VSRUWLQJ��DFDGHPLF�RU�DQ\�RWKHU�DFWLYLW\���

 

9 a.m. 

I feel sick; I can't do this. 

As I stand in the corridor furiously trying to cram in last-minute revision, the 
fear eating at my stomach prevents me from being able to concentrate. Two 
years of English studies have hurtled by and now it is time for the final 
reckoning. The last exam. One last test which will determine my fate: pass and I 
can head to university; fail and a future in fast food awaits. 

 

9.15 a.m. 

Convinced I have forgotten everything that I have ever been taught (and 
resigned to imminent failure), I shuffle into the hall. Why do I feel like a death 
row prisoner walking to their doom? 

 

9.20 a.m. 
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Taking my allocated seat right in the centre of the room, I'm exposed. My heart 
is pounding like an inmate determined to break free of their prison. It's a 
furnace in the exam hall and the backs of my legs stick to the uncomfortable 
plastic chair. The air is heavy with tension. Sweat blooms through the back of 
my shirt and my tie is stifling me. 

 

9.25 a.m. 

Silence. The only sounds are the tick of the clock and the tap of the invigilator's 
shoes as she moves among the desks. My paper is slid onto the desk. The urge 
to be sick intensifies. Shaking, I fill in my details in the required spaces. My hand 
feels tight; my writing is already a mess. 

 

9.29 a.m. 

The clock sluggishly inches nearer to 9.30 a.m. I don't want to open the paper, 
but simultaneously need to know what is inside. The anxious anticipation is 
almost unbearable. The minute hand crawls towards the 6 and with one final, 
protracted click signals the start of the exam. 

"You may begin." 

--- 

 

"You have five minutes remaining." 

After two hours of non-stop writing, as the invigilator gives the five-minute 
warning, I finish my final sentence. Closing the paper, I want to cry. The 
emotion of the last two hours seems determined to spill over and I take some 
steadying breaths. 

As I hand over my paper, a wave of relief washes over me as I realise that my 
exams are complete. I have done my best and feel the paper has gone as well 
as it could. The theme I revised the most thoroughly came up and I feel lucky. 

Walking out into the warm embrace of the sunshine, a whole summer free of 
work stretching ahead, a glow of blissful contentment envelopes me; the joy I 
feel in this moment as I listen to my friends' excited chatter is unrivalled. 
Freedom is finally ours. 
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EXAMPLE RESPONSE #3 

��

4XHVWLRQ��'HVFULEH�KRZ�\RX�IHHO�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�GD\�DQG�KRZ�WKH�

PRUQLQJ�RI�WKH�GD\�JRHV�

�

The soft glow from the digital display flickered as the minutes sluggishly passed. 
The pale green cast an eerie shadow across my bed, while outside was as dark as a 
raven’s pupil. Nothing moved, apart from me, anxiously turning and fidgeting my 
blankets into a tangle. I heard a faint hum from downstairs; the sound of the 
dishwasher automatically starting, churning and rumbling the plates from dinner 
until they sparkled. My mind churned like the machine, impossible to turn off now 
it had started. I checked the clock again. The night felt endless. 

 

I shuffled over to turn on the light. Silhouetted against the inside of a shade, a fly 
lazily crept to the top, balancing on the rim. I watched as it fluttered its wings 
slightly, before it took off in a frenzy of buzzing around the top of my bed, going 
nowhere in particular. I wondered what its purpose was. Why was it here? It 
hummed close to my face and I swatted it away gruffly. It landed back on the rim, 
satisfied with its little flurry of activity, as I reached over to turn off the light again. 

 

I straightened out my blankets and turned again. 

 

The clock’s mechanical glow informed me that only a few minutes had passed. I 
sighed and attempted to still my mind. I could see the dim outlines of my post-it 
notes, meticulously written and ordered; with all of the information I could ever 
need neatly written in my careful handwriting. But now all of that order had 
turned to chaos, as I struggled to remember even the simplest of equations. I 
needed to get some sleep, but my brain point-blank refused to let me. I stared at 
my curtains, considering whether to go downstairs to make myself a drink. 
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The light now was different. The glow from the clock was less lurid, more muted, 
and the darkness of the room less extreme. I lazily looked up at my curtains once 
again, and my mind registered that the soft light of day had altered the 
atmosphere in the room from one of suspended animation to action. I turned over 
and saw the time. I jumped wildly out of bed. What was, just a few seconds ago, 
stillness and peace, was now urgency and panic.  

 

I was late. 

 

My limbs scrambled with the grace of a puppet on tangled strings. I wrenched 
open drawers, grabbing whatever clothing my hands first touched. My shirt was 
inside out, my socks mismatched, but none of it mattered. I ran a toothbrush over 
my teeth without looking in the mirror, the minty foam clinging to my lip as I 
pulled on my shoes and dashed out the door. The hallway smelt like toast and 
furniture polish, but there was no time to enjoy either. 

 

Outside, the air was cool and sharp, like the world itself had only just woken up. 
The sun was barely stretching across the sky, its fingers of gold creeping along 
rooftops and pavement. I jogged down the road, breath catching in my throat, my 
bag thumping at my side. The stillness of the morning had not calmed me—it had 
only heightened the tension. Today was here, and ready or not, I had no choice 
but to meet it. 
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