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1123/12/M/J/24� UCLES 2024

Read Text A, Where it all began, in the insert and answer Question 1 and Question 2.

Question 1

 (a) In paragraph 1, what did the writer enjoy the most about moving the ice blocks the first time 

he did this?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘I neglected my other duties.’ (line 4)

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (c) In paragraph 3, how did the writer feel at first about being in the ice house?

  Give two details from the text to support your answer. 

writer’s feeling  ...........................................................................................................................

details  .......................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) Explain what the writer was thinking when he leant against the door and it ‘surprisingly swung 

open’. (lines 13–14)

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (e) From paragraph 5, identify two techniques used by the palace kitchen cooks that the writer 

thought could be useful to improve the flavour of the ices he is making with Ahmad.

•  ..............................................................................................................................................

•  ..............................................................................................................................................

 [2]

 (f) Give two reasons why the secrets of ice had remained ‘known to few’. (line 22)

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

* 0019655312802 *

,���
������	��,

ĬÍú¾Ġ³íÅùãāÅĞçðÈĞ×Ĭûõä¿ĥ°¿áĈćÚÐğĩÃæĂĥĥÅĕõµĥµąąĕĕõµÅÕÅÕ

PAGE 101

Ja
w

er
ia

 A
m

er

englishwithjaweria0314 1338667

Explicit Implicit

->What -> How
->Find -> suggest
->Identify -> Explain.
-> Give

X

Emplicit Clift)

-8- =

To shoot them at the hittle wall and watch

I
them break into jewel-like shards. *

↳ Excess - denied

3* Neglected : Ignored/forgot to do Duties : Jobs
,
chores

,
responsibilities .

The tent means the write ignored his otherjobs . zu
-

a -
Relieved

①"in pleasant contrast to the stifling heat outside
S

& "I stood congratulations on avoiding the

task of cleaning up .

"

↓

- - ⑳it &
- -

He was shocked because he thought the door

was locked ~
-

A
---

-

-

How they extracted perfumes to Flavour

W
How they pureed fruits

.

&
8 - C S : explicit

1
. They was only passed between 2 families

2. Some of the knowledge was only in Ahmed's head

-
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 (g) In paragraph 7, the writer asked Ahmad what the ices they made tasted like.

  (i) What reason did the writer give Ahmad for wanting to know? 

   ...........................................................................................................................................

   .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) Suggest the real reason the writer was asking about the taste of the ices. 

   ...........................................................................................................................................

   .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (h) Explain using your own words the writer’s different feelings and opinions about Ahmad 

while he was working for him.

  Give three details from anywhere in the text to support your answer. 

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

 [Total: 16]

* 0019655312803 *
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->

->
-

espDo
The write would be better at making the ices

if he knew what they tasted like.

②
- imp

He was curious about the taste

He was tempted to taste the orange flavour .

O

(
At firstDinewithshocked which is shown by ,

"
he ~

-

showed more of the displeasure my ill-discipline warranted
. "O

Seedly
,

the writer was scared of Ahmed which is shown

⑤
by ,

"I never again played with the ice
.

" lastly
,

the write thought that Ahmad was proud which is shown

b"Cooking is women's Jusiness
.

We know the secretsotice.

⑮

>
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Question 2

 (a) Read this sentence from the text:

  ‘Ice crystals cracked and crunched against my teeth, dissolving on my tongue with a sparkling 

sensation.’ (lines 38–39)

  What effect does the writer suggest about the sensation of the crystals dissolving on his 

tongue by using the word ‘sparkling’ to describe it?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) Read this extract from the text:

  ‘But, once I’d got over the initial strangeness, I found I could not forget that extraordinary 

flavour, nor the cold, frozen grittiness. It was as if the ice itself was enticing, daring me on. 

From then on, without Ahmad knowing, I tasted every ice confection we made.’ (lines 43–46)

  What does the writer want to suggest to the reader at this point in the story?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (c) Explain why the writer uses the word ‘creature’ rather than ‘boy’ in the expression ‘a creature 

incapable of reason.’ (line 48)

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (d) What two impressions does the writer want to convey to the reader in the sentence:

  ‘And so I learnt the subtle art of more complex water ices: ‘sorbetti’, in which the syrups 

themselves were frozen, transforming magically to mounds of glittering crystals; and 

‘sherbets’, the most difficult and enchanting of all, expertly infused with fragrant cardamom, 

and resembling refrozen snow.’ (lines 50–53)?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

* 0019655312804 *
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Solved Practice Comprehension #2
> ·Question : 2

#Use of Language
& ↳ Vocabulary
- ↓ X

-
-

The writer means it was tingling , by using a word associated with

explosions.This tells use that the experience was enjoyable and exciting.) 2/2

- L

scared
->

= [
me

This is the turning point of the story as the writer is

no longer seared of Ahmad
.

& D-

By using creature
,

ittellers that Ahmad thought that thewrite

was inhuman.This tells us that Ahmad think thewriter is inferior.

-R

he was no better than an animal . A
- G① 4) 2

C S X ⑤
X- - -

①
- - -

① Thewriter was now shilled enough to make the complicated ises .S the ises -

-

-

↑ -

② The ices were changing instantly like wizardry
.

⑤ Some of 1 were beautiful and mesmerizin g .

& The ises had an attractive /nicel lovely comp Lex :

Pick out two parts.
Scent . I Mas isally , Wizardry

Enchanting : Mesmerich

Fragrants

grance
X

scat iswell
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 (e) Identify one example of how the writer uses language effectively to convey his feelings once 

he begins his double life, in this extract from the text: 

  ‘So began a period in which I lived a double life. By day, I followed Ahmad’s instructions 

dutifully. But by night I was a kind of alchemist, the kitchen my laboratory as I experimented 

wildly, without method or purpose, trying increasingly outlandish and ridiculous combinations 

of flavours and ingredients. I froze soft cheeses, vegetable juices, even soups, hoping to 

chance on something – some method, some key – something that could unlock the deepest, 

frozen secrets of ice cream.’ (lines 61–66)

  Explain the impression the writer creates in the example you have identified. 

example  .................................................................................................................................... 

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 [Total: 9]
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->
X
-

-

D

ja D

D D

10 => (
IG
& lived a double life①

& literal meaning .
The writer has a dual

personality/ thewriter is behaving like two different people

Result : (Adjective): The write is reallycunning/deceitful .

Feeling : The writer was determined to achieve his goals .

②
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       Reading: The candidate 
includes a good range of relevant 
ideas. The opening sentence 
covers the company’s date of 
origin, its global destinations and 
also touches on the appeal of tour 
guides.

       Writing: The opening is focused 
on the task with three relevant ideas 
concisely embedded in the first 
sentence.

       Writing: Original structures 
enhance fluency and organisation. 
The accurate use of relative 
pronouns (‘who expanded…’; 
‘which provides…’; ‘which is 
why…’) organises and shapes the 
candidate’s content.

       Reading: There is some 
digression when the candidate 
explains what prevents people 
backpacking. The content then 
becomes more relevant with 
reference the company’s aim to 
provide ‘assisted’ travel and ‘good’ 
accommodation, along with the 
opportunity to ‘take in’ the country’s 
culture.

       Writing: The summary is in 
the candidate’s own words and 
is expressed clearly. Where text 
vocabulary has been used, such 
as ‘special interest’, it is embedded 
into original structures. Own 
word vocabulary choices, such 
as ‘assisted… backpacking’ or 
‘whenever they desire’, are mostly 
appropriate and contribute to a 
formal register.

       Reading: The candidate 
carefully selects ideas about the 
flexible travel plan allowing an 
individual to join the group when 
they desire, while noting that some 
activities ‘require a group’.

3

4

1

2
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Reading: The observation 
about what other travel companies 
do is not relevant, but the summary 
ends recognising the appeal of 
special interest travel.
Mark for (a) = 16 out of 20

Reading – Level 4 = 8 out of 10
Writing – Level 4 = 8 out of 10

       The candidate selects specific 
details from the relevant paragraph 
– paragraph 6 – recognising that the 
perspective is that of a ‘busy city’ 
person and that at the black-hole 
resort phones do not work.

       The candidate develops these 
ideas with inference: the resort 
provides a break for a busy person; 
one can enjoy nature without the 
distraction of a phone; and it makes 
one appreciate ‘the luxuries’ while 
enjoying the ‘little things’ in life.

       The list of activities suggests 
some misunderstanding since the 
passage states that at a black-
hole resort one does ‘nothing for a 
week’. 
Mark for (b) = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded =
20 out of 25

9

8

10

9

8

10

7 7

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)
• The candidate needed to avoid content which did not explicitly answer the question. This would have allowed for 

the skilful selection of more relevant content points.
• The candidate could have included a greater range of vocabulary, avoiding simple words like ‘nice’.

(b)
• The candidate should have carefully read all the relevant content in Text B to ensure full understanding of what a 

black-hole resort offers.
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How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)
• The candidate should only have selected content that was relevant to the task.
•  The candidate needed to use their own words and avoid copying sections of text.
•  The candidate should have written no more than 150 words.
•  The candidate could have included correct linking devices to ensure ideas connected and flowed.

(b)
•  Before answering, the candidate should have located and reread the section in the text relevant to the question: 

paragraph 6 focuses on black-hole resorts.
•  Details from the relevant paragraph should have been used to support the perspective targeted in the question.
•  The candidate needed to avoid a lengthy introduction which repeated the question and instead begin including text 

detail from the start.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
(a)
• Candidates sometimes lost sight of the question and included indiscriminate and excess content. Candidates must 

read the question carefully and only select ideas relevant to the task.
• Summaries which were overlong lacked concision. Candidates should adhere to the 150 word limit. Counting 

words is not an efficient use of time; however, candidates ought to be able to estimate the number of words they 
write.

• Some summaries were written in the first person and in a conversational style. Instead, the register for a summary 
should be formal and candidates should avoid phrases, such as ‘on the flip side’ or ‘moving on’. More appropriate 
linking devices would be ‘however’ or ‘furthermore’.

• Vocabulary was not always precise or appropriate. Candidates must demonstrate a range of vocabulary but, at the 
same time, obscure vocabulary should be avoided.

• Candidates who relied on copying sections of the text missed opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of 
the passage and their writing skills. Candidates needed to rephrase and reshape the relevant ideas in the text.

(b)
• Candidates did not always recognise the perspective they were to take. The question needs to be read very 

carefully. The candidate must then refer back to the relevant sections in Text B, including where the person 
identified in the question is mentioned.

• Candidates sometimes unadvisedly offered their own opinions or generalised what they had read. The response 
must be based on details in the text which are to be extended and developed. The viewpoint must be consistent 
throughout the response.

• Seven lines were allocated to answer this question. Some candidates’ introductions were unnecessarily long and 
repetitive. Candidates needed to make more efficient use of the designated space by identifying and developing 
the relevant ideas from the start of their response.
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 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................  [20]

 (b) Imagine you are someone who lives in a city and has recently been on holiday at a 
‘black-hole resort’. You really enjoyed your stay. 

  You are asked to give feedback about your holiday in a survey.

  Give your answer to the survey question, using information from the text.

  The survey question: Some people think that a holiday at a ‘black-hole resort’ would be 

boring.

  What is your opinion and why?

  Your answer:

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [5]

 [Total: 25]
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+1
mark

No
,
I disagree . Since the location was completely

off grid
,
it was a pleasant contrast to the city ,

and Igot

a chance to connectto nature. They also take your cellphone

in the start . Hence
,
I enjoyed living in the moment free

and had no pressure to post or do
any

artificial engagement.

③ Lastly
,
because I am usually so Jusy, doing nothing fora week

reallyhelped me relax and unwind-which is exactly what
I was looking for on my vacation.
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