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Practice Comprehension 1- Pieces Of Silver

a) In Paragraph 1, what made the boys leave all their activities in an instant? [1]

The vinging OF the bell  / tre assembly bell.

b) Explain what the writer means when he uses the words, “some glanced apprehensively.” [2]

Clonce = Glimpse 7 quickly losed /7 peeked /7 peeged
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d) Identify two details that show thgwkzoys listened to everything Mr. Megahey ordered. [2]
Detail 1: o -

e) Why do you think the boys were physically beaten? What outcome was the school administration
trying to get out of this action? [1]
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cleanliness.
f) Give the most important reason why there were different reactions to the different donations given —

by the students. [1]
Tre  Schgol  woded ko cplle e move moij// Urge | everyong

g) How does Clement feel about reciting the passage? Give two details from the text to support your
answer. [3]

Clement’s Feeling:

Lmbovvassed / Aﬁ]f\ame&

Details:
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h)-i- In the story, one major problem that the Davecot family faces is implied. What is the problem? [1]
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-ii- How does this problem affect Clement’s social life? [1]

ke ast howtioked a.l'. scheol 7 he ook mock fun o/

j) Explain using your own words the different feelings of the different boys in school that day. Give three
details from anywhere in the text to support your answer. [3]

ﬁc"‘d‘:* o*\‘\@( ......... \Q‘j\(c& ...... OQ\_IO‘/\S\'\JMWW\ ...... W\O\*W.}H%Amj

1. Afraid / Tense / In dread (incl. fear of punishment) — “pall of silence... you could have heard a pin drop”;
Head’s stern look; boys hauled out; mention of strokes/switches.

2. Self-conscious / Embarrassed / Mortified — “tried feverishly to make their nails and hands presentable.”

3. Shamed / Humiliated / Ridiculed / Belittled — made to mount the platform; an X “the symbol of shame”

on foreheads.

4. Resentful / Bitter/ upset — boys “muttered” after threats and taunts.

5. Brave / Resolute

6. Amused / Gloating / Mocking (Making fun) — “to the delight of the rest of the school”; “The cruel

laughter went up to the rafters.”

(b) Explain why the writer uses the word 'acting' in the phrase," hauled out of the ranks and ordered in
to the acting head. (line 15-16)

- Te’*\qo‘fo\fj \"QDl(& / was a soRS LR/ was on]j

(c) Read this sentence from the text: “He now sauntered along the edge of his platform and fixed, one
after the other, each of the standing boys with a look of complete scorn.”

What effect does the writer suggest about the headmaster’s attitude by using the phrase ‘complete
scorn.” (line 48)
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(d) What two impressions does the writer want to convey to the reader in this sentence:

"With a grave gesture, bestowed upon him the fag-end of a stick of chalk with the injunction that it not
be used about the school”
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