
Wajih:
When I was young, I must admit that I spent a lot of time playing very basic computer games with 
my friends. But times change. Now I have children of my own: two lovely teenagers who (in some 
ways) benefit from the huge advances in technology. But I really worry about their long-term use of. 
computers. It seems to me that they've stopped thinking for themselves.
Knowing facts and information is essential. Unfortunately, computers block that process. Instead, 
people just look things up online - they don't bother to learn things any more.
We now live in a world swamped by information and, often, misinformation. Anybody can build a 
website containing badly researched 'facts'. Years ago, people used books that were well-researched 
and fact-checked. You could trust them. You can't trust a computer to help you do that.

Mushir:
As a teenager, I honestly think technology is one of the best things to have happened to our 
generation. It helps us connect with people all over the world and opens up opportunities that 
older generations never had. I’ve made friends in different countries through gaming and social 
media, and we share ideas, cultures, and even help each other study. Yes, I play computer games, 
but they actually improve my reflexes, critical thinking, and even decision-making. Technology 
also makes learning much more interactive — we can watch videos, access tutorials, or take 
online courses that explain things in a fun and engaging way. I even use apps to improve my 
time management and revision. And as for handwriting, sure, we type more, but that’s because 
digital communication is the way the world works now — we’re preparing for the future, not the 
past. Technology isn’t ruining us; it’s evolving how we learn, connect, and grow.

You have read two texts about the impacts of technology for young people. You decide to write a report/ 
article tor a local newspaper, giving your own views on the advantages and disadvantages of technology for 
young people.
Write your report/ article.
In your report/ article you should:
•     evaluate the ideas and opinions in both texts
• give your own views on the advantages and disadvantages of social media for young people, based on 

what you have read in the texts.
Base your report on what you have read in both texts but be careful to use your own words.
Address both of the bullet points.
Begin your article with a suitable headline.
Write about 250 to 350 words.
Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 15 marks for the quality of your writing.
[25]

Technology: A Blessing Or Curse?
Directed Writing- 5
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